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Addenda.
Richard Baxter s rule of preaching.
(Vol. iv, p. 185.)
The Rev. J. Hamilton Davies1 has furnished me with the following extract from Reliquice BaxUriancs^ ed. 1696, p. 93, in illustration of Johnson's statement:—
* And yet I did usually put in something in my Sermon which was above their own discovery, and which they had not known before; and this I did, that they might be kept humble, and still perceive their ignorance, and be willing to keep in a learning state. (For when Preachers tell their People of no more than they know, and do not shew that they excel them in knowledge, and easily overtop them in Abilities, the People will be tempted to turn Preachers themselves, and think that they have learnt all that the Ministers can teach them, and
are as wise as they —----------).   And this I did also to increase their
knowledge; and also to make Religion pleasant to them, by a daily addition to their former Sight, and to draw them on with desire and Delight/                           _______________
Opposition to Sir Joshua Reynolds in the Royal Academy.
(Vol. iv, p. 219, n. 4.) 'JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ., TO BISHOP PERCY.
* 12 March, 1790.
' Sir Joshua has been shamefully used by a junto of the Academicians. I live a great deal with him, and he is much better than you would suppose.'—Nichols's Literary History, vii. 313.
Richard Baxter on the possible salvation of a Suicide.
(Vol. iv, p. 225.)
The Rev. J. Hamilton Davies writes to me that ' Dr. Johnson's quotation about suicide must surely be wrong. I have no recollection in any of Baxter's Works of such a statement, and it is in direct contradiction to all that is known of his sentiments.5 Mr. Davies sends me the following passage, which possibly Johnson might have very imperfectly remembered :—
'The commonest cause [of suicide] is melancholy, &c. Though there be much more hope of the salvation of such as want the use of
1 See ante^ p. xlix.
their died on November 36, 1789. According to Mr. Ivor Vachell (Notes and Queries^ 6th S. vii. 327), it was'Ms eldest son who signed the Round Robin.
